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by St Louis and Joan of Arc, glorified by Philip
Augustus and Richelieu, aided by the force of Louis
VI., the patience of Charles VII., the circumspect
prudence of Louis XL, the genial power of Henry IV.,
was brought to a completion by a generation of
republicans who, while appearing to flout all the
traditions of their country, were unconsciously serving
the oldest and deepest instincts of the French race.